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Annex D (PTW) to the PriifO-SFU

L.

Preamble

Annex D of the Faculty of Psychotherapy Science is based on § 2, para. 1 of the Examination Reg-

ulations (PriifO-SFU) and § 23 of the Statutes (Satzung-SFU). Current course descriptions and lec-

ture schedules are available on https://ptw.sfu.ac.at and are updated at the beginning of each se-

mester.

I1.

Assessment and Types of Courses

§1 Grading Scale and Country-Specific Adjustments

(1) The assessment of performance is based on the general grading scale in Austria (1 - Excellent/

sehr gut; 2 - Good/ gut; 3 — Satisfactory/ befriedigend; 4 - Sufficient/ genligend; 5 - Insufficient/

nicht geniigend).

(2) If the language of instruction at the place of implementation of the Faculty is not German, the

Austrian grading system may be translated into the respective language.

(3) The grading scale of 1-5 may vary at the places of implementation within the Faculty (accord-

ing to § 11 (4) of the Examination Regulations - PriifO-SFU):

a. In Berlin, grading is done in additional intermediate steps using third-point increments.
The following grades are applied: 1.0, 1.3, 1.7, 2.0, 2.3, 2.7, 3.0, 3.3, 3.7, 4.0, and 5.0. A grade
of 4.0 or better is considered a pass, while 5.0 is considered a fail.

b. InLjubljana, performance assessment is based on the national Slovenian grading system:
10 - Excellent; 9 - Excellent; 8 - Very Good; 7 - Good; 6 - Satisfactory; 5 - Fail. Slovenian
grades 10 and 9 correspond to the Austrian grade 1 (sehr gut), grade 8 corresponds to grade
2 (gut), grade 7 corresponds to grade 3 (befriedigend), grade 6 corresponds to grade 4
(gentligend), and grade 5 corresponds to grade 5 (nicht gentigend). A grade of 4.0 or better is
considered a pass, while 5.0 is considered a fail.

c. InParis, performance assessment is based on the French grading system: 16-20 - Excel-
lent; 14-15 - Very Good; 11-13 - Good; 10 - Satisfactory; 0-9 - Fail. French grades 16 to 20
correspond to the Austrian grade 1 (sehr gut), grades 14 to 15 correspond to grade 2 (gut),
grades 11 to 13 correspond to grade 3 (befriedigend), grade 10 corresponds to grade 4
(gentligend), and grades 0 to 9 correspond to grade 5 (nicht geniigend). A grade of 4.0 or better

is considered a pass, while 5.0 is considered a fail.

(4) If an integer representation of grades is required, which were awarded in non-integer form,
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rounding must follow these mathematical principles: All decimal values of 0.5 and above are
rounded up, while values below 0.5 are rounded down. If the number exceeds one decimal place,
only the first decimal place will be considered.
(5) Grading in the case of temporary change of the place of implementation: If students complete
a semester abroad at another place of implementation within the Faculty, the grading system of
the respective place of implementation, where the courses were completed, shall apply. If round-
ing is required upon returning to the original place of implementation, paragraph 4 shall apply.
(6) Grading in the case of permanent change of the place of implementation: If students perma-
nently relocate their place of study to another place of implementation within the Faculty, their
grades will be presented according to the grading system of the new place of implementation. If
rounding is required, the provisions of paragraph 4 shall apply.
(7) Calculation of the overall grade average upon completion of the programme
a. Upon request of the graduate, if an overall grade in the form of an average grade is pro-
vided, a weighted overall grade based on ECTS credit points shall be calculated.
b. The final assessment in the Bachelor's, Master's, and Doctoral programmes is based on
the calculation of the overall grade average from the weighted mean of all performance as-
sessments according to the Austrian grading system (1 - Excellent/ sehr gut; 2 - Good/ gut;
3 - Satisfactory/ befriedigend; 4 - Sufficient/ gentligend; 5 - Insufficient/ nicht geniigend).
Interim assessments are not permitted in the calculation of the overall grade average. There-
fore, for the determination of the overall grade average, all intermediate grades must be rep-
resented as integer grades in accordance with § 1, para. 4.
c. The result of the overall grade calculation must be rounded to two decimal places, with
rounding occurring at the thousandths place if the value is 5 or higher. The weighting of indi-
vidual performance assessments is based on the number of ECTS credits awarded for each.
Positive performance assessments, where the positive assessment is "successfully com-
pleted,” (“mit Erfolg teilgenommen”) are not considered in the calculation of the overall grade

average.

§ 2 Non-continuously assessed courses: Lecture (Vorlesung/ VO)

(1) For non-continuously assessed courses, i.e. lectures (Vorlesung/ VO), there is no attendance
requirement. The examination material may extend beyond the content presented in the lecture.
The materials required for successful completion must be provided to the students by the course
instructor before the start of the course.

(2) The registration and deregistration for an exam are subject to the provisions of the general
Examination Regulations (PriifO-SFU) (§ 12). In any case, students must appear on time for the

exam; otherwise, it will be considered an unexcused absence and will be counted as a failed exam
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attempt.

(3) Performance assessment takes place in the form of an oral or written exam within an exami-
nation process with grading (1-5). The grading scale of 1-5 may vary at a different place of imple-
mentation within the Faculty (according to §1 of this Annex D). There is the possibility to retake
exams that have been failed up to three times (according to § 10 of the Examination Regulations

- PriifO SFU).

§ 3 Courses with continuous assessment, Type I: Workshop (Ubung/ UE), Proseminar
(Proseminar/ PS), Seminar (Seminar/ SE), colloquium (KV)
(1) An workshop (UE), a proseminar (PS), a seminar (SE), and a colloquium (KV) are courses with
a continuous assessment structure. Attendance is generally required for students
(2) The examination process extends over the duration of the course and includes at least two
partial assessments, which may be oral or written (a final exam in a single examination session is
not foreseen). Partial assessments, such as seminar papers, may also be submitted after the
course.
(3) The performance assessment is carried out using the grading scale 1-5 or the alternative grad-
ing scale of the places of implementation (according to §1 of this Annex D).
(4) The partial assessments to be completed and their weighting for the overall assessment must
be specified by the course instructor before the start of the course and may include the following
areas:

a. Active participation of students in the course (e.g., contributions to discussions, asking

in-depth questions)

b. Active involvement in content processing during the course (e.g., presentations, group

work)

c. Follow-up of course content (e.g., written reflections, summarising literature)

d. Writing a seminar paper

e. Oral or written partial exams (e.g., tests)
(5) The course instructor may also offer multiple partial assessments for selection or assign dif-
ferent partial assessments to different students. It must be ensured that the weighting of the par-
tial assessments is the same for all students and that at least two partial assessments per student
are available for evaluation.
(6) Individual partial assessments may also be completed outside of the actual contact hours with
the course instructor, such as writing the seminar paper, conducting group work, or preparing a
presentation. No attendance monitoring is required for these partial assessments. It must, how-
ever, be ensured that the overall workload (ECTS) can still be met.

(7) The submission deadline for seminar papers will be communicated by the course instructor
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before the start of the course and is usually the end of the current semester. In justified exceptional
cases, the course instructor may decide that the submission can be extended until the end of the
following semester.

(8) A positive completion of the courses (UE, PS, SE, KV) requires at least 80% attendance of the
actual contact hours. In cases of less than 100% attendance, a valid excuse must be provided, with
the course instructor determining whether the reason is excusable (valid reasons include docu-
mented illness, injury, or the death of a close relative). If the 80% attendance requirement is not
met, the course will be graded negatively and must be repeated in full

(9) If the learning objectives cannot be fully assessed due to a student's absences (up to a maxi-
mum of 20%), the course instructor has the option to require an additional compensatory partial
assessment from the student, particularly in modality courses (Wahlpflichtfach/ WPF).

(10) For block-organized courses, e.g., during a seminar week, the attendance requirement of
80% applies to the entire block, not to the individual courses included within it. If the performance
assessment does not take place as part of a module exam (§ 6 of this Annex D), the assessment of
the individual course must be based on the respective partial assessments. The course instructor
is responsible for ensuring that the learning objectives have been achieved by the student and
may require an additional partial assessment for any missed sessions. If individual courses within
the block-organized course are not attended or not successfully completed, those specific courses
can be retaken without the need to repeat the entire seminar week.

(11) A course with continuous assessment must be fully retaken if any partial assessment is failed.
A total of three retakes are permitted (according to § 3 of the Examination Regulations - PrifO-

SFU).

§ 4 Courses with continuous assessment, Type II: Self-Awareness (Personlichkeitsentwick-
lung/ PE), Modality-Specific self-awareness (methodenspezifische Personlich-
keitsentwicklung/ MPE), Clinical Placement (Psychosoziales Praktikum/ PPR), Modality-
Specific Clinical Placement (methodenspezifisches Praktikum/ MPR), Modality-Specific
Praxis (methodenspezifische Praxis/ MP), Training supervision and reflection (Praktik-
ums- und Praxisreflexionen/ PRS)
(1) The following types of courses are practice-oriented and aim to promote psychotherapeutic
skills and competencies. Students are required to attend these courses in full, with mandatory
attendance for the following:

a. self-awareness (PE) and Modality-Specific self-awareness (MPE)

b. Clinical Placement (PPR), Modality-Specific Clinical Placement (MPR) and Modality-Spe-

cific Praxis (MP)

c. Training supervision and reflection (PRS)
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(2) The assessment process extends over the entire duration of the course (a final examination in
a single examination session is not envisaged). A positive overall assessment is recorded as 'suc-
cessfully participated’, while a negative overall assessment is recorded as "participation without
success'.
(3) For a positive overall assessment, the active and successful participation of the student must
be taken into account. The performance assessment is based on the successfully completed activ-
ities and is determined by the course instructor or, if applicable, by the practical training supervi-
sor on the basis of a written performance description (e.g., in the case of external internships).
(4) The practical components to be completed include the following:
a. In Self-Awareness Courses (PE, MPE), in particular the verbal and non-verbal expres-
sions presented in individual or group settings, as well as the interactions within the group
and with the course-leading teaching therapists.
b. In Internships and Placements (PPR, MPR, MP), in particular the application of psycho-
therapeutic skills and competencies within a broad spectrum of reflection, action, and inter-
action in the context of working with individuals in the psychosocial field and with patients.
c. In Training supervision and reflection (PRS), in particular the clinical experiences pre-
sented in individual or group settings (e.g., case reports) and their reflection in the context of
psychotherapeutic theory and practice with the course-leading supervisors.
(5) A 100% attendance requirement applies to the successful completion of the courses (PE, MPE,
PPR, MPR, MP, PRS). If parts of the course are missed, even for excusable reasons (e.g., illness,
injury, childcare), these parts must be made up until full attendance (100%) is achieved. In such
cases, completion of the course may extend beyond the duration specified in the curriculum; how-
ever, all parts must be successfully completed no later than one month before registering for the

final examination of the study programme or course.

§ 5 Courses with continuous assessment, Type III: Integrated Course (Integrierte Lehr-
veranstaltung/ ILV)

(1) The Integrated Course (ILV) is a course with an inherent examination component, combining
lecture (VO) and workshop (UE) parts. The sequence of lecture and practical workshop can be
flexibly arranged by the course instructor according to the content. Students are required to at-
tend at least 80% of the actual contact hours (see § 3 (5) in this Annex D). At least two partial
assessments must be completed (see § 3 (3) in this Annex D), with at least one partial assessment
being the final written or oral examination. The examination material may extend beyond the con-
tent presented in the ILV. The materials necessary for successful completion must be provided to
the students by the course instructor before the start of the course.

(2) The partial assessments to be completed, as well as their weighting for the performance
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evaluation, must be specified by the course instructor before the start of the course.

(3) The overall assessment of performance is conducted using the 1-5 grading scale or the alter-
native grading scale of the place of implementation (see § 1 in this Annex D).

(4) In the case of a negative assessment of the final written or oral examination, this — and only
this — part of the exam (lecture part) must be retaken. A total of three retakes are permitted
(according to § 10 of the Examination Regulations - PriifO SFU).

(5) A In the case of a negative assessment of a partial performance other than that described in
(4), i.e., a partial assessment in course parts with inherent examination character (exercise part),
the entire course must be retaken (according to § 3 (5) of the Examination Regulations - PriifO
SFU). If the final written or oral examination described in (4) has already been taken, the grade is
annulled and the examination attempt does not count towards the maximum number of permitted
retakes. A total of three retakes of the course are allowed (according to § 10 of the Examination

Regulations - PriifO SFU).

III. Other Formats of Performance Assessment

§ 6 Modul Examination and Scholarly Module Paper

(1) The assessment of a module, which comprises multiple courses, can be conducted through a
single consolidated examination process: a final oral or written module examination, or a final
written Scholarly module paper.
(2) The courses underlying the module examination or module paper may take place within one
semester or be spread over two consecutive semesters. Students must be informed in a timely
manner about the content, format, and, if applicable, submission deadlines for the module exami-
nation or module paper, always before the start of the first course offered within the module.
(4) A prerequisite for taking the module examination or submitting the module paper is the suc-
cessful completion of all courses included in the module:
a. Inthe case of courses with continuous assessment within the module (UE, PS, SE, KV, PE,
MPE, PPR, MPR, MP, PRS, ILV), all partial assessments must be successfully completed and
the courses positively assessed. It must be ensured that only those partial assessments are
permitted which can be completed by the end of the course (i.e., no seminar papers with later
submission deadlines).
b. In the case of non-continuously assessed courses within the module (VO), the oral or
written examination is omitted.

(4) Performance is assessed within the framework of the oral or written module examination, or

08.08.2025 Page 8 of 16



Annex D (PTW) to the PriifO-SFU

the written scientific module paper, as part of a single examination process with grading (1-5).
The grade awarded for the module examination or module paper is assigned to each course in-
cluded in the module.

(5) It is possible to retake failed module examinations up to three times, or to resubmit failed

module papers up to three times (according to § 10 of the Examination Regulations - PriifO SFU).

§ 7 Screening of the Modality training (Screening des psychotherapeutischen Wahlpflicht-
faches / WPF Screening)
(1) The performance assessment of courses within the respective psychotherapeutic modality
(Wahlpflichtfach/ WPF) may include one or more additional oral or written examinations ("WPF
Screening").
(2) The screening assesses the psychotherapeutic skills and competencies acquired in the WPF to
date, as well as the student’s personal development process. The assessed components may in-
clude:
a. Reflections on clinical experience with patients, particularly with reference to the previ-
ously completed courses Modality-Specific Clinical Placement (MPR) and Modality-Specific
Praxis (MP), or
b. Reflections on one’s own developmental process as a psychotherapist, especially with
reference to the previously completed courses Modality-Specific Self-Awareness (MPE) and
Training Supervision and Reflection (PRS)
(3) Students must be informed by the respective head of Modality training (WPF-Leitung) about
the content, format, and number of screenings upon admission to the Modality.
(4) The positive evaluation is “successfully completed,” the negative evaluation is “unsuccessfully
completed”.
(5) In the event of an unsuccessful assessment in a screening, students may be restricted from
attending courses involving patient contact, namely Clinical Placement (MPR) and Modality-Spe-
cific Praxis (MP). The head of Modality Training may extend this restriction to other courses
within the elective field, as well as mandate the repetition of courses of the types Training Super-
vision and Reflection (PRS) and Self-Awareness (PE). The restriction will be lifted upon successful
completion of the required retake.
(6) A screening that has been assessed negatively may be repeated twice. Each repetition must
take place no later than 12 months after the previous attempt. The second repetition shall be con-
ducted by a committee. The chair of the committee examination shall be held by the head of the
Modality.
(7) After a negative assessment of the committee screening, continuation of studies in the Modal-

ity (WPF) is no longer permitted. A change to another Modality is possible within the framework
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of anew admission procedure for that Modality. Courses previously completed in the original Mo-
dality must be repeated in the new one. If a change of Modality is not possible, the student will be

deregistered (exmatriculated).

§ 8 Compensatory arrangements for disadvantages in assessment / assessments

(1) In accordance with §17 of the PriifO-SFU, students are entitled to compensation for disad-
vantages (Nachteilsausgleich) in accordance with legal provisions and taking into account the de-
fined learning outcomes. This applies to all types of courses, examinations, and partial assess-
ments. For this purpose, the faculty issues an official compensation pass (Pass zum Nachteilsaus-
gleich), which is based on the applicable national university regulations.
(2) The persons responsible for issuing the compensation pass at the respective places of imple-
mentation are proposed by the respective place and confirmed by the faculty conference. The
compensation pass serves to ensure equal participation in studies for students who are subject to
special burdens. It is issued once within the SFU and is then valid at all places of implementation.
A time limitation is possible for temporary and reversible impairments.
(3) Within the framework of the compensation for disadvantages, one or more of the following
measures may only be determined after an appropriate assessment by the responsible person of
the faculty:

a. The extension of examination time (specified as a percentage),

b. The extension of submission deadlines (specified in days),

c. The granting of breaks,

d. The use of technical aids may be permitted on a case-by-case basis, for example through

the use of a calculator or a university-provided laptop, if required. If applicable, a spell-check-

ing program is installed on the university-provided laptops,

e. No assessment of content-independent criteria, especially in the areas of spelling, punc-

tuation, and formal requirements,

f.  The participation of assistants can generally be granted. Specific arrangements for the

provision of sign language interpreters or note-taking assistance may be determined on an

individual basis,

g. Option to participate online in courses and examinations,

h. Change of examination modality and type of partial assessment (written, oral, group

work, presentation, etc.).
(4) Students must present the pass to both the Student Service Center (SSC) and the responsible
instructor at least two weeks before participating in the respective course or examination, so that
the course and examination modalities can be provided according to the parameters specified in

the pass.
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(5) Students must promptly and independently report any changes (both improvements and de-
teriorations) in their condition. Unauthorized use of the pass will result in the loss of the respec-

tive examination attempt.

IV. Completion of studies

§ 9 Supervisors and examiners
The faculty maintains an up-to-date list of authorized supervisors and their topics for theses, as
well as authorized second examiners with their respective examination areas, which must be an-

nounced at the beginning of each academic year.

§ 10 Theses

(1) The general criteria for theses in academic and university programmes at SFU are governed
by § 21 of the Statutes (Satzung-SFU). This Annex D outlines faculty-specific criteria regarding the
supervision, writing, and assessment of theses.

(2) According to § 21 (1) of the Statutes (Satzung-SFU), all academically qualified members of the
teaching and research staff in the relevant field are generally authorized to supervise theses; ex-
ternal lecturers with relevant academic qualifications may also be appointed, subject to prior jus-
tification and approval by the head of programme. Supervisors of Magister theses must hold a
doctoral degree; supervisors of doctoral dissertations must be habilitated or possess equivalent
academic qualifications. Staff members with a qualification agreement (Qualifizierungsverein-
barung) may co-supervise dissertations in a team with a habilitated academic staff member
(“team supervision”).

(3) At the beginning of the thesis process, a supervision agreement must be concluded with the
supervisor. Following this, a thesis proposal (proposal) must be submitted. The proposal must
include the title of the thesis, an overview of the current state of research, a clearly defined re-
search question, the research methododology to be applied, and a timeline. The proposal must be
approved by the supervisor, who also acts as the first examiner, as well as by the head of pro-
gramme. The approval of the submitted proposal marks the official start of the thesis.

(4) If applicable, and in consultation with the supervisor, an application for the implementation
of a research project must be submitted to the Ethics Committee.

(5) Any change to the thesis topic or the supervisor must be reported without delay to the Student
Service Centre for Psychotherapy Science and requires approval by the head of programme.

(6) The Faculty provides a document on manuscript guidelines, which outlines the formal and
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content-related criteria for theses in all academic and university programmes offered by the Fac-
ulty.
(7) The progress of the thesis must be documented by both the student and the supervisor. Stu-
dents have at least one semester during the regular study period for the Bachelor’s thesis, two
semesters for the Master’s thesis, and six semesters for the doctoral dissertation. Additionally,
tolerance semesters may be specified in the study contracts for the respective programmes.
(8) Publication instead of a thesis in Bachelor’s and Master’s programmes and university courses
leading to an academic degree.
Instead of a thesis in the Bachelor’s and Master’s programmes of the faculty, as well as in univer-
sity courses leading to an academic degree, it is possible to write a publication on a research pro-
ject instead. It must be ensured that the research work and the writing of the publication take
place during the study period in the respective study or university programme and correspond to
the workload of the designated ECTS credits. All provisions of § 7 apply mutatis mutandis to the
supervision, writing, and evaluation of the publication. Furthermore, the following applies:
a. Instead of a Bachelor’s thesis, a publication can be submitted as the final thesis. Instead
of a Master’s thesis or a final thesis in a study programme, a publication with an introductory
framework text can be submitted as the final thesis. The framework text is intended to posi-
tion the publication within the discipline of Psychotherapy Science and to explain the extent
to which it contributes to a significant advancement of knowledge in the field. The introduc-
tory framework text usually comprises at least 40,000 characters including spaces (which
corresponds to approximately 20 A4 pages, 12 pt, 1.5 line spacing, excluding the bibliog-
raphy) and must have an overall title.
b. The student must in any case be the first author of the publication, and the affiliation
with Sigmund Freud Private University must be indicated.
c. Permitted are scientific publication outlets (in particular journal articles in subject-spe-
cific journals or book chapters with subject-specific publishers) that use a peer-review pro-
cess. The choice of a suitable publication outlet is advised on and decided by the supervisor.
d. Publication outlets where the SFU is the publisher or media owner are not permitted.
Within the framework of the general conflict of interest regulations (§ 31a of the SFU Stat-
utes), particular attention must be paid to ensuring that the supervisor or reviewers have no
close ties to the publication outlet (e.g., they are not part of the editorial team or editors of
this or other editions of the same publication outlet).
e. Before the publication can be reviewed, it must either be published or accompanied by a
confirmation of acceptance for publication from the publication outlet.
(9) Publication-Based Dissertation (Cumulative Dissertation): Instead of a monographic disserta-

tion based on the faculty’s manuscript guidelines, it is possible to submit the dissertation
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cumulatively. It must be ensured that the research work and the writing of the publications take
place during the doctoral study period and correspond to the workload of the allocated ECTS cred-
its. The following points must be observed:
a. The cumulative dissertation consists of individual scientific or scholarly publications
that are thematically related, along with an introductory framing text.
b. The cumulative dissertation typically includes three publications, but may comprise
more.
c. Also permitted are texts that have been accepted for publication but have not yet been
published at the time of the dissertation submission. A confirmation of the publication ac-
ceptance must be submitted along with the dissertation.
d. At least three of the publications must be published in scientific journals or edited vol-
umes that are listed in citation indices and/or included in literature databases. The selection
of the appropriate publication outlet is advised and decided by the supervisor.
e. Atleast three of the publications must be authored by the student as first or last author.
f.  Published abstracts, comments, controversies, replies, duplicates, reviews, and confer-
ence reports cannot be part of the cumulative dissertation.
g. Publications issued by publishers or media owners affiliated with SFU are not permitted.
Within the framework of the general conflict of interest regulations (§ 31a of the SFU Stat-
utes), particular attention must be paid to ensuring that the supervisor or reviewers have no
close association with the publication outlet (e.g., they must not be part of the editorial team
or publishers of this or any other edition of the same publication outlet).
h. The cumulative dissertation must also be introduced by a framing text. This text is in-
tended to summarise the publications selected by the applicant, relate them to each other,
and demonstrate the extent to which they contribute to a significant advancement of
knowledge in the discipline. The introductory framing text typically comprises at least 60,000
characters including spaces (equivalent to approximately 30 A4 pages, 12pt, 1.5 line spacing,
excluding the bibliography) and carries an overall title.
i.  The cumulative dissertation must be submitted in either German or English. If publica-
tions in other languages are included as part of the cumulative dissertation, a translation into
German or English must be provided for each.
(10) The criteria catalogue for the assessment of final theses includes the following aspects to be
evaluated by the examiner:
a. Clarity of the problem statement and its relation to the academic literature
b. Justification and description of the methods

c. Data collection and presentation of results

e

Interpretation of results and discussion
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e. Handling of sources
f.  Coherence
g.  Workload
h. Originality
(11) The final assessment of the thesis must include the results of a plagiarism check previously
conducted by the examiner. The regulations regarding plagiarism checks are set out in Annex A of
the Examination Regulations.
(12) For theses in the Bachelor’s and Master’s programmes in psychotherapy science, as well as
in the university courses (ULG) with academic degrees ULG Clinical Art Therapy (Master of Arts,
CE) and ULG Hypnosystemic Counselling and Intervention (Master of Science), a report must be
written by the supervisor and graded on a scale from 1 to5.
a. Ifthereportisnegative (grade 5), a new thesis may be submitted. This includes selecting
a new topic and being assigned a new supervisor.
b. Within the respective degree programme, a maximum of two submissions of a thesis for
assessment are permitted. A third submission is not allowed.
c. Afurther negative assessment will result in the candidate’s deregistration (exmatricula-
tion) from the programme.
(13) For the doctoral thesis (dissertation) in the Doctorate programme in psychotherapy science,
two examiners who have achieved habilitation or an equivalent qualification must be appointed;
neither may be the supervisor
a. The two examiners each assess the thesis with a grade (1-5).
b. If both assessments are positive, an overall grade for the dissertation is calculated (the
average of both grades; if the decimal is .51 or higher, the grade is rounded up to the next
higher grade).
c. If one assessor evaluates the dissertation negatively, a third assessor will be appointed.
If the third assessment is positive (grade 1-4), the dissertation is considered successfully ap-
proved, and an overall grade will be calculated as the average of all three assessments (round-
ing as described in point b).
d. Iftwo assessments are negative (grade 5), either the first two assessments or one of the
first two and the third additional assessment, the dissertation is not approved, the doctoral
degree is not successfully completed, and the candidate will be deregistered (exmatricu-

lated).

§11 Final Examination

(1) The general criteria for all final examinations in degree and study programmes at SFU are gov-

erned by § 22 of the SFU Statutes.
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(2) For the final examinations in the degree programmes Bachelor, Master, Doctorate in psycho-
therapy science, as well as in the university programmes (ULG) with academic degrees ULG Clin-
ical Art Therapy (Master of Arts, CE) and ULG Hypnosystemic Counselling and Intervention (Mas-
ter of Science), the following faculty-specific regulations also apply:
a. The student registers for the final examination at the Student Service Centre, indicating
the second examiner to be selected by the student and the subject area for the second exam-
ination. The subject area for the second examination must be different from the topic of the
final thesis.
b. Approval to undertake the examination shall be granted by the programme heads fol-
lowing the successful verification of all academic organisational requirements (curriculum
approval, approval of the final thesis, financial clearance).
c. Theexamination preparation includes study materials from the subject area in which the
final thesis was completed (first examiner), as well as from the subject area agreed upon with
the second examiner for the second examination. The study material for the second examina-
tion shall be communicated to the student in a timely manner, at the latest four weeks prior
to the intended examination date.
(3) The final examination is conducted by a committee consisting of three members: a first exam-
iner, who is also the supervisor of the final thesis, and a second examiner. The chairperson of the
committee must be an academic staff member of SFU. In the case of a doctoral final examination
(Rigorosum), all committee members must hold a habilitation qualification. The second examiner
may also serve as a reviewer of the dissertation. The chairperson is responsible for ensuring the
proper conduct and minute-taking of the examination.
(4) The first examination corresponds to a defence and includes a presentation of the final thesis
by the student, followed by questions from the first examiner. During the second examination, the
examiner poses questions related to the subject area based on the examination materials.
(5) Each of the two examiners awards a grade for their respective examination area, which must
be documented. The final examination is assessed with an overall grade determined by the com-
mittee based on all parts of the examination. If any part of the examination is graded as a fail by
the respective examiner, the overall assessment cannot be considered successful.
(6) A final examination that is overall assessed as a fail may be retaken up to two times.
(7) For final examinations in other certified university courses (ULG) without an academic degree,
the provisions specified in the respective curriculum apply: ULG Infant, Child, and Adolescent Psy-
chotherapy; ULG Addiction - Counselling; ULG Mindfulness in Medical, Psychosocial, and Educa-

tional Professions.
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V. Entry into Force and Transitional Provisions

§ 11 Entry into Force of Annex D and Transitional Provisions

(1) This Annex D to the SFU Examination Regulations shall enter into force on 1 September 2025
and shall apply to all courses, academic achievements, and assessments taking place from the
[Winter Semester 2025/2026] onwards. Repeat attempts may still be undertaken under the pre-
vious examination regulations of the faculties until 31 January 2026.

(2) For the application of Annex D to degree programmes and university courses at the respective
places of implementation, a transitional period of one semester shall apply. Annex D shall enter
into force at all places of implementation no later than 1 March 2026.

(3) For courses, final theses, and final examinations within the discontinued university course
(ULG) in Art Therapy without an academic degree, the originally accredited regulations on exam-
inations and completion of the programme shall remain in force until 1 September 2026.

(4) Existing examination regulations for study programmes and university courses within the fac-

ulty shall be repealed as of 1 September 2025.
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