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Scope	and	Purpose		

	
§ 1		

These	examination	regulations	apply	to	all	degree	programs	and	university	courses	at	SFU	and	

their	 locations	of	delivery.	They	aim	to	establish	clear	rules	for	performance	records	and	their	

assessment,	as	well	as	a	procedural	framework	for	legal	protection,	targeted	at	administration,	

teaching	staff,	and	students.	

	
§ 2	Annexes	by	Faculties	

(1)	Faculties	may	issue	faculty-specific	regulations	as	Annex	B	(MED),	C	(PSY),	D	(PTW),	and	E	

(REWI)	to	these	examination	regulations;	

a.	to	enact	additional	faculty-specific	regulations;	

b.	 to	 issue	 a	 dedicated	 supplement	 for	 each	 university	 course	 in	 accordance	 with	 fac-

ulty-specific	rules.	

(2)	For	procedures	involving	unauthorized	aids,	an	Annex	A	must	be	developed	by	the	Vice-Rec-

torate	for	Teaching	pursuant	to	§ 18	para.	3.	

(3)	Each	annex	must	be	approved	by	the	Senate	prior	to	entering	into	force.	

	

Types	of	Courses*	

	
§ 3	Examination-Immanent	Courses	

(1)	Examination-immanent	courses	require	attendance.	Oral	or	written	partial	performance	as-

sessments	must	take	place	within	the	course.	

(2)	The	examination	process	spans	the	duration	of	the	course	and	includes	at	least	two	partial	

assessments	to	be	completed	orally	or	in	writing.	The	partial	assessments	must	be	defined	in	the	

faculty-specific	annex.	

(3)	For	practice-oriented	examination-immanent	courses,	assessment	is	based	on	the	successfully	

performed	activity	and	ascertained	by	the	course	instructor	or,	if	applicable,	the	practical	super-

visor,	on	the	basis	of	a	written	performance	description.	

(4)	Examination-immanent	courses	include,	in	particular,	seminars	(SE),	proseminars	(PS),	and	

exercises	(UE).	Other	types	of	course	formats	may	be	listed	in	the	faculty-specific	annex.	

(5)	If	a	course	is	passed	negatively	in	only	one	part,	the	entire	course	must	be	repeated.	Generally,	

only	three	attempts	are	allowed.	

	
* The	types	of	courses	are	henceforth	defined	in	the	university-wide	Study	Regulations;	temporarily,	they	are	still	de-
fined	in	the	Study	Regulations	of	the	faculties. 
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§ 4	Non-Examination-Immanent	Courses	

(1)	Non-examination-immanent	 courses,	 lectures,	do	not	 require	attendance.	The	examination	

content	may	extend	beyond	the	material	taught	in	the	lecture.	The	instructor	must	notify	students	

of	the	necessary	materials	for	successful	completion	in	good	time.	

(2)	Performance	evaluation	is	conducted	through	an	oral	or	written	examination.	

	
§ 5	Information	on	Courses	and	Performance	Evaluation	

The	program	and	course	directors	as	well	as	the	students	must	be	informed	by	the	course	instruc-

tor	before	the	start	of	the	course	about	the	content,	format,	methods,	and	schedule	of	the	course,	

as	well	as	the	assessment	criteria	and	standards	for	performance	evaluations.	

	

Performance	Evaluation	

	
§	6	Single	Examination	Event	

For	examinations	conducted	as	a	single	event,	examination	dates	must	be	offered	three	times—

once	during	the	semester	in	which	the	course	takes	place	and	at	least	twice	in	the	following	se-

mester	in	which	the	course	is	again	offered.	There	is	no	entitlement	to	additional	or	individualized	

exam	dates.	Faculties	may	designate	certain	exam	dates	as	mandatory.	

	
§	7	Examination	Dates	

When	scheduling	exam	dates,	recognized	religious	holidays	should	be	considered	whenever	pos-

sible.	Exams	may	also	take	place	during	the	lecture-free	period.	

	
§	8	Module	Examination	

In	a	module,	the	assessment	of	the	achievement	of	learning	outcomes	can	be	determined	either	

through	the	completion	of	all	required	course	examinations	and	continuous	assessment	courses,	

or	through	the	completion	of	a	module	examination	or	a	written,	academic	module	paper.	The	

module	examination	covers	all	content	of	the	module,	i.e.,	the	content	of	the	module’s	courses;	the	

module	paper	also	relates	to	the	content	of	the	module’s	courses.	The	grading	is	based	solely	on	

the	result	of	the	module	examination	or	the	written	module	paper.	More	detailed	regulations	re-

garding	the	module	examination	may	be	defined	in	the	respective	faculty-specific	annex.	
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§	9	Assessment	Test	

As	part	of	the	validation	of	learning	outcomes	in	the	recognition	procedure,	assessment	tests	may	

be	 conducted	 to	 establish	 the	 required	 learning	 or	 competence	 level	 for	 recognizing	 learning	

achievements	(see	§ 22	para.	11	f	of	the	SFU	Statutes	2025).	

	
§	10	Repeating	Examinations	

(1)	Students	are	entitled	to	repeat	failed	examinations	up	to	three	times.	Different	provisions	ap-

ply	to	the	defense	(§	21	para.	13)	and	the	final	examination	(§	22	para.	2).	All	attempts	at	the	same	

specific	examination	at	the	same	university	count	toward	the	permissible	number	of	examination	

attempts.	Repetition	of	examinations	that	have	been	passed	is	not	permitted.	

(2)	The	third	repetition	of	an	examination	must	be	conducted	as	a	board	examination.	A	board	

examination	is	taken	before	a	three-member	examination	committee.	This	committee	generally	

consists	of	the	head	of	the	degree	or	study	program	as	chairperson,	the	course	instructor	as	the	

main	examiner,	and	a	second	examiner	who	is	familiar	with	the	subject	matter	of	the	exam.	Fur-

ther	details	may	be	specified	in	the	respective	faculty-specific	annex.	

(3)	If	the	board	examination	is	assessed	as	“unsatisfactory,”	continuation	of	the	respective	study	

program	at	SFU	is	no	longer	possible	and	will	result	in	immediate	expulsion	from	that	program.	

	
§ 11	Grading	

(1)	Positive	results	are	graded	“very	good”	[1],	“good”	[2],	“satisfactory”	[3],	or	“sufficient”	[4];	a	

negative	result	is	graded	“not	sufficient”	[5].	If	grading	is	impractical,	positive	results	are	recorded	

as	“participated	successfully”	(“passed”),	and	negatives	as	“participated	unsuccessfully”	(“failed”),	

without	a	grade.	

(2)	Internships	(Praktika)	are	assessed	by	the	instructor	based	on	the	written	performance	de-

scription	by	the	practical	supervisor.	

(3)	 In	examination-immanent	courses,	attendance	obligation	 is	a	prerequisite	 for	passing.	Fac-

ulty-specific	attendance	rules	are	set	out	in	the	annex.	

(4)	A	conversion	of	the	graded	performance	assessment	into	the	grading	system	customary	at	the	

respective	place	of	 implementation	is	permitted,	provided	that	all	 faculties	represented	at	that	

location	agree	on	a	uniform	application.	Location-specific	as	well	as	faculty-specific	regulations	

regarding	this	are	to	be	presented	in	the	respective	annex,	indicating	the	uniform	application.	

(5)	Recognized	achievements	are	marked	separately	as	such	and	without	grading.	

(6)	Upon	 request	 of	 the	 graduate,	 if	 an	 overall	 grade	 in	 the	 form	of	 a	 grade	 average	 exists,	 a	

weighted	average	grade	by	ECTS	credits	shall	be	calculated	and	displayed	rounded	to	two	decimal	

places,	rounding	up	if	the	thousandth	digit	is	≥ 5.	Deviations	based	on	international	treaties	may	

be	regulated	in	the	annex.	
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§ 12	Registration,	Deregistration,	Absence	

(1)	Registration	for	a	performance	assessment	on	a	specific	date	is	binding.	Deregistration	is	only	

permitted—provided	registration	is	not	mandatory—up	to	[72]	hours	before	the	scheduled	date.	

More	detailed	faculty-specific	regulations	on	the	registration	and	deregistration	process,	includ-

ing	a	longer	deregistration	period,	may	be	specified	in	the	respective	annex.	

(2)	If,	after	the	deadline	but	before	the	assessment	date,	an	absence	becomes	foreseeable,	the	Stu-

dent	Service	Center	(SSC)	of	the	respective	faculty	should	be	informed	of	the	absence	and	the	rea-

son,	if	possible.	

(3)	Unexcused	absence	from	a	performance	assessment	despite	prior	registration	will	be	consid-

ered	a	failed	examination	attempt.	If	there	is	a	justifiable	reason	for	the	absence,	the	student	must	

provide	a	written	explanation	and	appropriate	official	documentation	as	proof	as	soon	as	possible,	

but	no	later	than	seven	days	after	the	scheduled	assessment	date.	Valid	reasons	may	include,	in	

particular,	 illness,	 injury,	 or	 the	death	of	 a	 close	 relative.	Medical	 certificates	 issued	by	 family	

members	or	their	group	practices	are	not	accepted	as	valid	documentation.	If	no	valid	reason	is	

presented,	the	absence	will	be	considered	a	failed	attempt.	

(4)	The	 final	decision	on	whether	a	reason	 for	absence	 is	recognized	 lies	with	 the	head	of	 the	

degree	or	study	program.	

	

	

Exam	Review	and	Procedures	for	Significant	Deficiencies	

	
§ 13	Retention	of	Assessment	Documents	

If	the	assessment	documents	(in	particular,	evaluations	and	corrections)	are	not	handed	over	to	

the	students,	the	head	of	the	degree	or	study	program	must	ensure	that	they	are	retained	for	at	

least	six	months	from	the	date	the	assessment	results	are	announced.	

	
§ 14	Review	Right	

Students	shall	be	granted	access	to	the	assessment	documents	and	examination	records	if	they	

request	this	within	six	months	of	the	announcement	of	the	assessment	results.	The	assessment	

documents	also	include	the	exam	questions	asked	during	the	respective	examination;	however,	

copying	or	reproducing	them	is	not	permitted.	Generally,	there	is	no	right	to	access	these	docu-

ments	electronically.	
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§	15	Review	Procedures	

(1)	Individual:	No	legal	remedy	is	permissible	against	the	assessment	of	an	examination.	If	the	

conduct	of	a	negatively	assessed	examination	shows	a	 significant	defect,	 the	course	 instructor	

may,	upon	the	student’s	request,	partially	or	fully	annul	this	examination	performance.	The	re-

quest	must	be	submitted	within	four	weeks	of	the	announcement	of	the	assessment,	and	the	sig-

nificant	defect	must	be	credibly	demonstrated.	Each	faculty	may	reasonably	shorten	this	deadline	

in	the	annex.	

(2)	Collective:	Before	the	announcement	of	the	assessment,	both	the	program	or	course	director	

and	the	respective	faculty	student	representation	may	request	a	review	if	the	conduct	of	the	ex-

amination	shows	a	significant	defect.	The	course	 instructor	must	carry	out	the	review	without	

delay	and,	 if	necessary,	decide	 in	agreement	with	 the	program	or	course	director	whether	 the	

examination	should	be	partially	or	fully	repeated	or	annulled.	

(3)	Taking	an	examination	that	has	been	completely	annulled	does	not	count	towards	the	individ-

ual	number	of	permitted	examination	attempts.	

(4)	If	a	course	shows	a	significant	number	of	substantial	defects,	the	program	or	course	director	

must	subject	the	course	and	the	course	instructor	to	a	quality	control	and	document	the	results.	

	

Special	Provisions	for	Exam	Delivery	

	
§ 16	Digital	Examinations	

For	examinations	conducted	using	electronic	communication	(digital),	proper	administration	of	

the	examination	must	be	ensured,	whereby,	in	addition	to	the	general	regulations	on	performance	

assessments,	minimum	requirements	must	be	met.	Faculty-specific	regulations	are	to	be	provided	

in	the	respective	annex.	Regulations	for	digital	examinations	are	established	university-wide	in	

Annex	A.	

	
	

§	17	Disability	Accommodations	

(1)	Students	are	entitled	 to	 learning	accommodations	 in	accordance	with	 legal	provisions	and	

with	regard	to	the	defined	learning	outcomes.	This	includes,	in	particular,	the	right	to	an	alterna-

tive	examination	method	if	the	student	can	demonstrate	a	physical	or	psychological	impairment	

or	chronic	 illness	 that	constitutes	a	disadvantage	 for	 taking	 the	examination	 in	 the	prescribed	

manner,	provided	that	the	content	and	requirements	of	the	examination	are	not	compromised	by	

the	alternative	method.	
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(2)	General	information	on	disadvantage	compensation	modalities,	especially	the	specification	of	

concrete	alternative	and	supportive	methods,	must	be	established	and	published	by	the	faculties	

in	the	faculty-specific	examination	regulations	in	the	respective	annex.	

(3)	Disadvantage	compensation	requires	timely	notification	prior	to	participation	in	the	respec-

tive	course	or	examination	to	both	the	respective	Student	Service	Center	(SSC)	and	the	responsi-

ble	course	instructor.	There	is	no	entitlement	to	a	specific	method	of	disadvantage	compensation.	

	

	

Unauthorized	Aids	

	
§ 18	Unauthorized	Aids	

(1)	Examinations	in	which	students	use	unauthorized	aids	will	be	graded	negatively.	The	inci-

dent	related	to	this	examination	attempt	will	be	specially	noted	on	the	transcript.	Before	the	entry	

is	made,	the	program	or	course	director	must	document	the	circumstances	(in	particular,	a	writ-

ten	record	or	securing	of	evidence).	Authorized	and	unauthorized	aids	must	be	defined	and	an-

nounced	by	the	course	instructor	in	advance	for	each	examination.	

(2)	Every	written	paper	includes	an	SFU-wide	standardized	declaration	of	originality	by	the	stu-

dents	at	the	end	and	is	checked	for	authorship	using	plagiarism	detection	software.	

(3)	The	procedures	and	consequences	for	the	use	of	unauthorized	aids	in	written	work,	especially	

in	cases	of	plagiarism	and	unauthorized	use	of	AI,	are	regulated	in	Annex	A.	Annex	A	is	prepared	

and	overseen	by	the	Vice	Rectorate	for	Teaching	and	must	be	approved	by	the	Senate.	

	
§ 19	Revocation	of	Academic	Title	

If	it	is	subsequently	determined	that	the	academic	degree	was	obtained	through	plagiarism	in	a	

bachelor’s	thesis,	master’s	thesis,	Magister-thesis,	doctoral-	or	PhD-thesis,	a	procedure	to	revoke	

and	withdraw	the	academic	degree	shall	be	initiated.	§§	34	et	seq.	of	the	SFU	statutes	must	be	

observed.	

	

	

Completion	of	Studies	

	
§ 20	Study	Completion	

Academic	success	is	determined	by	the	successful	completion	of	examinations	and	the	positive	

assessment	of	scholarly	papers,	especially	the	final	theses,	based	on	the	study-specific	learning	

outcomes	and,	if	applicable,	practice-oriented	activities	to	the	required	extent.	
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§ 21	Academic	Theses	and	Graduation	Papers	

(1)	In	principle,	all	subject-relevant	scientific	staff	members	are	eligible	to	supervise	final	theses,	

including,	as	appropriate,	external	subject-relevant	lecturers.	For	the	supervision	of	Master’s	and	

Magister	theses,	supervisors	must	at	least	hold	a	doctoral	degree;	for	dissertations,	supervisors	

must	be	habilitated	or	demonstrate	equivalent	qualifications.	Staff	members	with	a	qualification	

agreement	may	also	supervise	dissertations	if	applicable.	A	list	of	authorized	supervisors	should,	

if	necessary,	be	made	available	to	students	by	the	respective	faculty.	Stricter	faculty-specific	cri-

teria	for	supervision	may	be	defined	in	the	respective	annex.	

(2)	The	topic	of	a	final	thesis	is	agreed	upon	between	the	student	and	the	supervisor	and	must	be	

approved	by	the	program,	course,	or	module	management	as	applicable.	

(3)	Joint	work	on	a	single	topic	by	multiple	students	as	part	of	a	final	thesis	is	not	permitted.	

(4)	Every	final	thesis	must	include	an	SFU-wide	prescribed	declaration	of	originality	at	the	end.	

(5)	It	is	permissible	to	write	a	final	thesis	in	English	or	the	official	language	of	the	location	where	

it	is	conducted.	The	supervisor	and	the	reviewer	of	the	final	thesis	must	have	the	necessary	lan-

guage	skills	corresponding	to	the	language	of	the	thesis.	

(6)	Instead	of	a	final	thesis,	the	respective	faculties	may	accept	alternative	achievements,	such	as	

a	scientific	publication	of	equivalent	scope.	The	alternative	achievements	must	meet	the	faculty-

specific	criteria	of	the	respective	faculty.	Faculty-specific	criteria	for	final	theses	can	be	found	in	

the	respective	annex.	

(7)	The	final	version	of	the	thesis	must	be	submitted	electronically	according	to	the	prescribed	

regulations;	at	the	latest,	the	bound	copy	of	the	thesis	must	be	submitted	to	the	responsible	faculty	

office	upon	registration	for	the	final	examination.	The	faculty-specific	annex	may	specify	a	later	

submission	deadline	for	the	bound	copy	or	waive	the	requirement	for	a	bound	copy	entirely.	The	

publication	requirement	must,	in	any	case,	be	fulfilled.	

(8)	The	author	of	a	final	thesis	has	the	right,	for	justified	reasons,	to	restrict	access	to	the	thesis	

by	others	for	a	maximum	period	of	five	years.	A	corresponding	written	request	with	detailed	jus-

tification	must	be	submitted	by	the	student	to	the	SEKO	SL.	

(9)	The	assessment	of	a	final	thesis	is	carried	out	by	the	thesis	supervisor,	unless:	

a.	The	supervisor	belongs	to	the	group	of	external	lecturers;	in	this	case,	the	assessment	and	

examination	by	this	person	may	only	take	place	if	expressly	provided	for	in	the	faculty-spe-

cific	annex.	Otherwise,	the	assessment	must	be	performed	by	a	scientific	staff	member	of	

SFU,	who	will	also	act	as	the	primary	examiner	in	the	final	examination.	

b.	 For	 doctoral	 or	 PhD	programs,	 the	 examination	 committee	must	 commission	 two	 re-

views,	generally	by	habilitated	scientific	staff	members	of	SFU	or	those	with	equivalent	qual-

ifications,	excluding	the	supervisor.	According	to	regulations,	external	reviewers	with	ha-

bilitation	or	equivalent	qualifications	may	also	be	commissioned.	General	rules	on	conflicts	

of	interest	apply.	
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(10)	The	assessment	of	final	theses	must	be	completed	within	eight	weeks	of	submission.	

(11)	The	evaluation	of	a	final	thesis,	based	on	a	faculty-specific	criteria	catalog,	which	must	be	

made	known	to	the	students,	must	be	justified	in	writing	by	the	reviewers.	

(12)	Final	theses	are	graded	according	to	the	scale:	“very	good”	[1],	“good”	[2],	“satisfactory”	[3],	

or	“sufficient”	[4].	A	failing	grade	is	“insufficient”	[5].	Deviations	from	this	grading	method	that	

are	required	based	on	international	treaties	may	be	regulated	in	the	respective	annex.	

(13)	If	a	commission-based	defense	(“Defensio”)	outside	of	a	final	examination	is	provided	in	the	

faculty-specific	annex,	i.e.,	before	an	examination	committee,	this	defense	requires	prior	approval	

of	the	final	thesis.	The	commission-based	examination	is	generally	public.	A	failed	defense	can	be	

repeated	twice.	

	
§	22	Final	Examinations	for	Degree	Programs	and	University	Courses	

(1)	Admission	to	the	commission-based	final	examination	requires	the	successful	completion	of	

all	courses	in	the	curriculum	and	the	approval	of	the	final	thesis.	The	commission-based	examina-

tion	is	generally	public.	

(2)	If	a	final	examination	is	provided	for	in	the	faculty-specific	annex,	a	commission	of	three	per-

sons	must	be	appointed:	a	primary	examiner,	who	is	simultaneously	the	reviewer	of	the	final	the-

sis,	and	a	secondary	examiner.	The	chairperson	of	the	commission	must	be	a	member	of	the	sci-

entific	staff	of	SFU.	The	chairperson	is	responsible	for	the	proper	conduct	and	documentation	of	

the	examination.	A	negatively	assessed	final	examination	may	be	repeated	twice.	

(3)	Parts	of	the	examination	or	the	entire	examination	may	be	conducted	in	English	or	the	official	

language	of	the	place	where	the	examination	takes	place.	All	examiners	must	have	the	necessary	

language	skills	for	the	language	of	the	examination.	

	
§	23	Entry	into	Force	and	Transitional	Provisions	

(1)	These	examination	regulations	enter	into	force	on	April	1,	2025,	and	apply	to	all	courses,	as-

sessments,	and	exams	from	Winter	Semester	2025/26	onward.	Repeat	attempts	may	be	made	

under	the	previous	faculty-specific	regulations	until	March	31,	2025.	

(2)	Faculties	may	offer	a	transitional	period	for	fourth	repeat	attempts	until	the	end	of	Winter	

Semester	2025/26.	

(3)	Existing	faculty-specific	examination	regulations	are	repealed	as	of	March	31,	2025.	


