
  

Annex C to the Examination Regulations SFU  
 

Faculty conference decision: 04. December 2025 

Confirmation by Senate: 16. January 2026 

 

To be applied from the summer semester 2026 (01. February 2026) 

 



Annex C (PSY) to the Examination Regulations for the SFU 

 

Seite 2 von 17 

 

Contents 

I. PREAMBLE 3 

II. COURSE TYPES AND PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT 3 

§1 Grading scale and country-specific adjustments 3 

§ 2 Non-Examinations-Immanent Courses: LE 5 

§ 3 Examination-Immanent Courses, type I: EX, PS, SE, IN 5 

§ 4 Examination-Immanent Courses, type II: Integrated Lecture Courses (ILC) 7 

§ 5 Modalities for Disability Accommodations 8 

III. COMPLETION OF STUDIES 9 

§ 6 Final theses (bachelor's and master's theses) 9 

§ 7 Final theses (PhD theses) 11 

§ 8 Final examinations (bachelor's and master's theses) 13 

§ 9 Final examination PhD (thesis defense) 15 

§10 Study phases in the PhD programme 16 

 

 

 

  



Annex C (PSY) to the Examination Regulations for the SFU 

 

Seite 3 von 17 

 

I. Preamble 

 

This document is defined as Annex C of the Faculty of Psychology at SFU in accordance with § 2 

(1) Examination Regulations SFU and § 23 Statutes SFU. Current information on course descrip-

tions and the course catalogue is published on the faculty website (https://psy.sfu.ac.at) and is 

updated at the beginning of each semester, if necessary. 

 

 

II. Course types and performance assessment 

 

§1 Grading scale and country-specific adjustments 

(1) General grading scale Austria as a basis. 

Grading shall be based on the Austrian grading system (1 – very good; 2 – good; 3 – satisfac-

tory; 4 – satisfactory; 5 – unsatisfactory). If the language of instruction at the faculty's 

branches is not German, the Austrian grading system may be translated into the respective 

language. 

(2) In accordance with § 11 Examination Regulations of Sigmund Freud Private University, 

courses may be assessed without a grade. A change in the grading of a course to a non-graded 

form and vice versa must be carried out in accordance with the internal procedure for 

changes to study programmes that do not require accreditation. 

(3) Specific deviations 

Grading on a scale of 1-5 may vary at different branches (in accordance with § 11 (4) of the 

Examination Regulations-SFU). At the Berlin branch, grading is carried out in additional in-

termediate stages in thirds (e.g. 1.33 or 2.66 – rounded to the first decimal place, such as 1.3 

and 2.7). 

(4) Rounding to whole numbers 

If a whole number presentation of grades is required that were awarded in non-whole num-

ber form, rounding must be carried out according to the following mathematical principles: 

All decimal values of 5 or above are rounded up, while values below 5 are rounded down. 

This means that, for example, a 2.4 is rounded down to 2, while a 2.5 is rounded up to 3. If the 

number has more than one decimal place, only the first decimal place is considered. For ex-

ample, a grade of 2.49 is rounded down to 2, while a grade of 2.50 is rounded up to 3. 

(5) Grading in the event of a temporary change of branch 

a. If students spend a semester abroad at a different branch of the Faculty of Psychology, 

the grading at the respective branch where the courses are held shall be decisive for the 

assessment of the respective branch where the courses are taken. 

https://psy.sfu.ac.at/
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b. If rounding is necessary upon return to the original branch, §1 (4) of Annex C to the Ex-

amination Regulations SFU shall apply. 

(6) Grading in the event of a permanent change of branch 

If students permanently transfer their place of study to another branch of the Faculty of Psy-

chology, the grades will be determined according to the new branch. Should rounding be nec-

essary, the provisions under (5) b. 

(7) Grading in the case of shared courses 

If a course is taught by several lecturers, each of whom assesses the performance of the stu-

dents in their respective parts of the course, the overall grade is calculated as the average of 

the individual part grades. If rounding is necessary, §1 of Annex C to the Examination Regu-

lations (PrüfungsO-SFU) shall apply. 

(8) Calculation of an overall grade point average at the end of the programme 

a. Upon application by the graduate, where an overall grade in the form of a grade average 

is to be awarded, an overall grade weighted according to ECTS credit points shall be cal-

culated. 

b. The final assessment of the regular Bachelor's, Master's or PhD programme is made by 

calculating the overall grade point average (in accordance with Section 72a (1) of the 

Austrian University Act 2002) from the weighted average of all performance assess-

ments in accordance with the Austrian grading system (1 – very good, 2 – good, 3 – sat-

isfactory, 4 – sufficient, 5 – insufficient). Intermediate grades are not permissible in the 

calculation of the overall grade average pursuant to § 72 of the Section 72 UG (Univer-

stitätsgesetz, Austria) 2002. For the purpose of determining the overall grade average, 

all intermediate grades must therefore first be expressed as whole-number grades in ac-

cordance with § 1(4).  

c. The result of the overall grade calculation must be presented rounded to two decimal 

places, with rounding up applied where the third decimal place is 5 or higher. The 

weighting of individual assessments is determined by the number of ECTS credits 

awarded in each case. Positive assessments for which the Austrian grading system is un-

suitable, or which are assessed as “successfully completed” are not taken into account in 

the calculation of the overall grade average. 

d. In the case of Bachelor’s, Master’s, or PhD programmes, the sum of the grades of all as-

sessed examination subjects, including the grade awarded for the Bachelor’s thesis, is 

weighted according to ECTS credits and divided by the number of examination subjects. 

(9) Only assessments graded in accordance with the Austrian grading system are taken into ac-

count in this calculation. The result must be presented rounded to two decimal places, with 

rounding up applied where the third decimal place is 5 or higher. Accordingly, the calculation 

of the overall grade for Austrian degrees intended for recognition in the Italian Republic 
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deviates from both § 6(2) of the §6 (2) UniStEVO 2004 (Universitäts-Studienevidenzver-

ordnung, Austria) and § 72a (2) UG 2002. In this case, the arithmetic mean is calculated by 

adding the grades of all assessed examination subjects and dividing the total by the number 

of examination subjects. Only assessments graded in accordance with the Austrian grading 

system are taken into account. The result must be presented rounded to two decimal places, 

with rounding up applied where the third decimal place is 5 or higher. 

a. In the case of a Bachelor's study programme, the sum of the grades of all assessed exam-

ination subjects including the Bachelor's thesis grade is divided by the number of exam-

ination subjects. 

b. In the case of a Master's programme, the sum of the grades of all assessed examination 

subjects including the Master's thesis grade is divided by the number of examination 

subjects increased by the number 1. 

 

§ 2 Non-Examinations-Immanent Courses: LE  

(1) For Non-Examinations-Immanent Courses, lectures (LE), there is no mandatory attendance. 

The exam material may go beyond the material presented in the lecture. The documents and 

exam modalities necessary for successful completion must be communicated to the students 

by the course director in a timely manner. are available in accordance with § 10 (1) Examina-

tion Regulations of Sigmund Freud Private University. Three exam dates are offered for each 

lecture. The exam material always refers to the current lecture material, and it is the student's 

responsibility to obtain an appropriate overview of this examination material.  

(2) Performance is assessed in an oral or written exam in a single exam event with grades 

awarded in accordance with § 1 of Annex C to the Examination Regulations for the SFU. 

(3) Final attempt in lecture examinations 

The examination board shall be constituted in accordance with § 10(2) of the General Exam-

ination Regulations of SFU (PrüfungsO-SFU) and convened by the course teacher with the 

approval of the head of the programme. Where the head of the programme is assigned to a 

different branch, the board shall be convened by the competent representative at the branch. 

The board examination is public; the examination questions must be submitted in written 

form, and the candidate must be granted a preparation period of 30 minutes. Preparation of 

the examination questions takes place under the supervision of a member of the examination 

board. Failure to pass a board examination results in the exmatriculation of the candidate 

from the respective study programme.  

 

§ 3 Examination-Immanent Courses, type I: EX, PS, SE, IN  

Exercises (UE), proseminars (PS), seminars (SE) and internships (IN) are courses 
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with an inherent examination character in accordance with § 3 Examination Regulations of Sig-

mund Freud Private University (PrüfungsO-SFU). 

(1) The partial achievements to be completed must be specified by the course teacher at the be-

ginning of the course and may include the following: 

a. Active participation of students in the course (e.g. contributions to discussions, detailed 

questions) 

b. Active participation in shaping the course content during the course (e.g. presentations) 

c. Follow-up work on course content (e.g. written reflection, summary of learning out-

comes) 

d. Preparation of a written seminar paper 

e. Oral or written partial examinations (e.g. quizzes) 

(2) The deadline for submission of written seminar papers is announced by the course teacher 

at the beginning of the course. Additional deadlines may be set by the course teacher – how-

ever, there is no entitlement to such additional dates. In justified exceptional cases, submis-

sion of such papers may also take place during, but no later than by the end of, the following 

semester. The decision in this regard lies with the course teacher. 

(3) Courses of the IN (internship) type serve to deepen practical skills and knowledge through 

professional, subject-specific activities. Assessment is based on the successful completion of 

the required activities and is determined by the course teacher or, where applicable, by the 

practical supervisor, on the basis of a written description of performance (e.g. in the case of 

external internships). 

(4) Pursuant to § 3(1) of the Examination Regulations of SFU (Pru fungsO-SFU), mandatory at-

tendance applies to the following course types: exercise (EX), proseminar (PS), seminar 

(SE), and interships (IN). Examination-Immanent-Courses are intended to enable the acqui-

sition of practical and application-oriented competences (subject-specific, methodological, 

and self-competences), which generally require the active participation of students. Regular 

attendance is deemed to be fulfilled where absences remain within a scope that does not im-

pair the achievement of the intended learning outcomes. 

a. The course teacher may, but is not obliged to, determine the permissible extent of ab-

sences at the beginning of the course insofar as this appears necessary to ensure the ac-

quisition of competences. There is no entitlement to the definition or approval of spe-

cific absences. 

b. Compensation for missed course components may be permitted or required by the 

course teacher where this appears necessary to determine the achievement of the 

learning outcomes. There is no entitlement to such compensation. 

c. Courses of the IN (Internship) type are aimed at acquiring action-oriented and interac-

tive skills based on active participation and practice in a selected field of professional 
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activity. Successful completion therefore requires full and active participation in all 

practical units. 

(5) Examination-Immanent-Courses must be repeated in its entirety if even one partial assess-

ment is failed. A total of three repetitions is permitted (pursuant to § 3 of the Examination 

Regulations of SFU (Pru fungsO-SFU). 

 

§ 4 Examination-Immanent Courses, type II: Integrated Lecture Courses (ILC) 

Integrated Lecture Courses (ILC) are courses with continuous assessment in accordance with § 3 

Examination Regulations-SFU, in which lecture and exercise components are combined. Manda-

tory attendance applies to all parts of the course. The sequence of the lecture part and practical 

exercises can be flexibly arranged by the course teacher.  

(1) Performance is assessed in accordance with the grading system specified in § 11 Examination 

Regulations of Sigmund Freud Private University. An exam is mandatory. Successful comple-

tion of the course requires that both parts of the course – lecture part and practical part 

(presentations, written work, etc.) – have been assessed positively. The overall grade is de-

termined from the two partial grades. 

(2) Exam 

a. The exam material may go beyond the material presented in the course. The documents 

and exam modalities necessary for successful completion must be communicated to the 

students by the course teacher in a timely manner. Students are entitled to take exams 

in accordance with § 10 (1) Examination Regulations of Sigmund Freud Private Univer-

sity (PrüfungsO-SFU). Three exam dates are offered per ILC. 

b. Performance is assessed in an oral or written exam in a single examination event with 

grades awarded in accordance with § 1 of Annex C to the Examination Regulations-SFU. 

c. In the event of a negative assessment of the exam, this – and only this – part of the as-

sessment must be retaken on one of the remaining exam dates published for the course. 

For a positive completion of the exam, one of the three specified examination dates must 

be taken and passed. If none of the three scheduled dates are taken and passed, the cor-

responding exercise part must also be repeated. 

d. Final attempt in lecture examinations 

The examination board shall be constituted in accordance with § 10(2) of the General 

Examination Regulations of SFU (PrüfungsO-SFU) and convened by the course teacher 

with the approval of the head of the programme. Where the head of the programme is 

assigned to a different branch, the board shall be convened by the competent representa-

tive at the branch. The board examination is public; the examination questions must be 

submitted in written form, and the candidate must be granted a preparation period of 30 

minutes. Preparation of the examination questions takes place under the supervision of 
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a member of the examination board. Failure to pass a board examination results in the 

exmatriculation of the candidate from the respective study programme.  

(3) Partial performance(s) to be completed in the exercise part 

The partial performance to be completed must be specified by the course teacher at the be-

ginning of the course and may include the following: 

a. Active participation of students in the course (e.g. contributions to discussions, detailed 

questions) 

b. Active participation in shaping the course content during the course (e.g. presentations) 

c. Follow-up work on course content (e.g. written reflection, summary of learning out-

comes) 

d. Preparation of a written seminar paper 

e. Oral or written partial examinations (e.g. quizzes) 

(4) In the event of a negative assessment of a partial performance in the exercise part, the course 

must be repeated in its entirety. If the exam has already been taken, the grade expires when 

the entire course is repeated. 

(5) The deadline for submitting written seminar papers will be announced by the course teacher 

at the beginning of the course. Additional deadlines may be set by the course teacher, but 

there is no entitlement to this. In justified exceptional cases, such work may also be submitted 

during the following semester, but no later than the end of that semester. The decision on this 

is made by the course teacher.  

(6) Pursuant to §3 (1) of the SFU Examination Regulations (PrüfungsO-SFU), attendance is man-

datory. If the lecture part is explicitly separated from and organised independently of the ex-

ercise part, the respective attendance regulations pursuant to § 2 Non-Examinations-Imma-

nent Courses: LE apply to the lecture part. 

 

§ 5 Modalities for Disability Accommodations 

Pursuant to §17 of the SFU Examination Regulations (PrüfungsO-SFU), students are entitled to 

compensation for disadvantages in accordance with the statutory provisions and taking into ac-

count the defined learning outcomes. The Faculty of Psychology issues an official pass for Disabil-

ity Accommodations for this purpose which is based on the applicable national university legisla-

tion. 

(1) Those responsible for issuing the pass at the respective branches are proposed by the respec-

tive branch and confirmed by the faculty conference. The disadvantage compensation pass 

serves to ensure equal participation in for students who are subject to particular strain. It is 

issued once and is then valid at all branches where it is implemented. A time limit is possible 

in the case of temporary and reversible conditions.  
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(2) Within the framework of Disability Accommodations, one or more of the following measures 

may be granted to anyone only after appropriate assessment by the responsible person at the 

Faculty of Psychology: 

a. Extension of the examination time (specified as a percentage) 

b. Extension of submission deadlines (specified in days) 

c. Granting of breaks 

d. The use of technical aids may be permitted in individual cases, for example the use of a 

calculator or a university notebook, if necessary. If necessary, a spell checker may be in-

stalled on the university notebooks provided notebooks; 

e. No assessment of criteria unrelated to content will be made, in particular in the areas of 

spelling, punctuation and formalities;  

f. The participation of assistants may be granted in principle. A specific regulation for the 

provision of sign language interpreters or writing assistants may need to be given; 

g. If necessary, the introduction of an online option for participating in courses. 

(3) Students must submit the pass two weeks before participating in a corresponding event or 

examination so that the course and examination modalities can be provided in accordance 

with the parameters specified in the parameters specified in the pass. 

(4) Students must immediately and independently report any changes (both improvements and 

deteriorations) in their condition. Any unauthorised use of the pass will result in the loss of 

the respective exam attempt. 

 

 

III. Completion of studies 

 

§ 6 Final theses (bachelor's and master's theses) 

(1) Theses are generally supervised by members of the teaching and research staff at Sigmund 

Freud Private University, and, where appropriate, by external lecturers who have themselves 

produced relevant academic work in the field. A list of persons authorised to supervise theses 

shall be made available to students of the respective by the study programmes. 

a. Bachelor's thesis 

The Bachelor's thesis is a qualifying thesis and serves as proof that students are able to 

examine a question from the field of psychology using scientific methods and present the 

results appropriately. For the writing of the Bachelor's thesis, students have at least the 

final semester of the curriculum. The development of a research question and a proposal 

takes place in the 5th semester in the seminar “Bachelor's Thesis I – Preparation”. Suc-

cessful completion of this course is a prerequisite for the student to be admitted to the 
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course "Bachelor's Thesis II – Thesis" in the 6th semester. Progress on the thesis is mon-

itored in the context of the course "Bachelor's Thesis II – Thesis". The assessment and 

grading of Bachelor's theses is the sole responsibility exclusively to the persons named 

in the list of assessors of the Faculty of Psychology. 

b. Master's thesis 

The Master's thesis in the regular university Master's programme in Psychology is a qual-

ifying thesis and serves to demonstrate that students are able to independently investi-

gate a relevant question from a field of research in psychology using scientific methods, 

to present the results appropriately and to classify them in the current state of research.  

The Master's thesis in the university courses with academic degrees in ‘Consulting Sci-

ences and Management of Social Systems’ and ‘Cultural Relations and Migration’ docu-

ments that the student is able to independently work on a professionally relevant topic 

using recognised scientific methods. Students have at least the final semester of the cur-

riculum to write their Master's thesis.  

The development of a research question takes place in the third semester in the seminar 

‘Preparation Master's Thesis’. Successful completion of this course is a prerequisite for 

admission to the ‘Research Workshop’ course in the fourth semester.  

(2) The final version of the thesis must be submitted in digital form to the Student Services Centre 

at least six weeks before the start of the examination week. The bound thesis must be sub-

mitted to the Student Services Centre at least two weeks before the start of the examination 

week. Study Service Centre no later than two weeks before the start of the examination week. 

(3) In the case of master's theses, it is permissible to write a research article planned for publi-

cation in a relevant journal and submit it for review instead of a monograph. A research arti-

cle planned for publication is equivalent to a thesis in the form of a monograph as a qualifica-

tion achievement. The decision as to whether a research article may be written instead of a 

monograph lies with the supervisor of the qualification thesis and must be approved by the 

head of programme or the responsible representative at the branch. 

a. At the beginning of the supervision, the framework conditions regarding the publication 

are to be specified by the supervisor. A copy of this agreement must be sent to the Stu-

dent Services Centre and added to the student file. 

b. Authorship: If there are several authors, defining the order of authorship order of au-

thorship and the corresponding authorship is the responsibility of the supervisor. For a 

positive assessment of the thesis, it is not required that the respective student is the first 

author. However, in the case of co-authorship, it must be ensured that the student's work 

meets the required learning outcomes for Master's theses. 

c. A qualification in the form of a research article is released for grading and grading as 

soon as the supervisor decides that the article is in a form in which it can be submitted. 
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Approval for assessment and grading is independent of the status of the publication pro-

cess (i.e. submitted, under review, accepted). A PDF version of the article must be sub-

mitted for approval (grading and formal check (e.g. plagiarism)).  

d. The assessment criteria for Master's theses shall be applied. 

(4) The grading of a thesis must be completed within a period of four weeks from the submission 

the digital version. The assessment of the thesis is generally the responsibility of the super-

visor of the thesis. The assessment of a thesis must be carried out in writing by the assessor 

on the basis of a defined set of criteria, which must be made available to the student. Assess-

ments shall be prepared in the officially accredited language of the respective programme 

and shall additionally be submitted in English. Where an assessment is prepared for an Eng-

lish-taught programme, submission of the report in English only shall be sufficient. The as-

sessment and the grade must be confirmed by the head of the programme. 

(5) Final theses are graded in accordance with §21 (13) of the Examination Regulations-SFU 

(PrüfungsO-SFU) and §1 (3) of Annex C of the Examination Regulations-SFU. 

(6) After submitting the thesis for assessment and receiving a grade of ‘unsatisfactory,’ a new 

thesis must be written. This includes choosing a new topic and finding a new supervisor. A 

maximum of two submissions of a thesis for assessment are permitted within the respective 

study programme. A third submission is not permitted. A second negative assessment results 

in the exmatriculation of the candidate from the respective study programme.  

(7) The candidate's admission to the final examination is contingent upon a positive assessment 

of the thesis. 

 

§ 7 Final theses (PhD theses) 

The PhD thesis is a qualification paper and serves as proof that students in the are able to inde-

pendently work on a scientific question that contributes to the current state of research in psy-

chology psychology or relevant related disciplines. The quality of the thesis must meet the publi-

cation standards of the respective field of research. 

(1) Supervision of the PhD thesis 

a. In justified cases, the head of the programme may also appoint an external supervisor 

with relevant professional qualifications. 

b. Supervisors are assigned in accordance with the research topic outlined in the exposé 

(proposal) in consultation with the students by the head of the programme at the begin-

ning of study phase 1. 

c. After approval of the research project, the students conclude an agreement with the su-

pervisor. 

d. The PhD thesis agreement includes 

• the name of the student, 
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• the name of the supervisor, 

• the topic of the PhD thesis, 

• the format of the PhD thesis (monograph; cumulative from published articles), 

• the length of the PhD thesis, 

• the language in which the PhD thesis is written, 

• the time frame for carrying out the research project, 

• the frequency of periodic reports on the progress of the study, 

• the specification of the student's own scientific contributions within the context of 

the research project (publications, conference participation, internships, teaching a 

course, etc.). 

(1) A monograph or a cumulative (publication-based) thesis may be submitted as a PhD thesis. 

(2) The publication of partial results of the PhD project in scientific media and their presentation 

at scientific conferences prior to the submission of the PhD thesis is desirable. Any publica-

tions of your own may be included in the PhD thesis. 

(3) In the case of a publication-based PhD thesis, the individual publications must be related to 

each other and linked by an overarching question. This must be presented in an introduction 

to the research problem and in a summary of the results achieved. From a formal point of 

view, a cumulative PhD thesis must correspond to a monograph in any case: with a table of 

contents, consecutive page numbering, with a citation style that is consistent regardless of 

the respective print formats, a complete bibliography and, if applicable, appendices, etc. The 

individual publications should therefore be treated as separate chapters in a monograph. Un-

published material can be presented in separate chapters. The following criteria also apply 

to a publication-based PhD thesis the following criteria also apply: 

a. A publication-based PhD thesis must consist of at least four publications, at least two of 

which must be in scientific journals with a peer-review system either already published 

or accepted for publication. 

b. Only theses in which the student is the first author can be included. first author. 

c. Details of the empirical methods that are not explained in the publications must be de-

scribed in the descriptive part of the PhD thesis (introduction and summary). 

d. The assessment of a publication-based PhD thesis must in any case be carried out for the 

entire work; the acceptance of individual publications in journals with peer review is not 

sufficient; the acceptance of individual publications in peer-reviewed journals review 

system does not prejudice the decision of the reviewers. 

e. Joint publications by students (as first authors) and supervisors are possible. 

f. The termination or significant changes to the PhD thesis agreement require the approval 

of the head of the programme. 

(4) Approval 
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a. Once the supervisor has approved the PhD thesis for assessment by sending a letter to 

the programme director, a printed and bound copy of the thesis must be submitted to 

the Dean's Office of the Faculty of Psychology (Student Service Centre) in both printed 

and electronic form. The programme director selects two reviewers, taking into account 

suggestions from the student or supervisor. One reviewer may be a member of the aca-

demic staff of the Faculty of Psychology; at least one reviewer must be external, i.e. not a 

member of the Faculty of Psychology.  

b. Each reviewer writes a written assessment independently and separately from the oth-

ers assessment and grades the thesis in accordance with §1 Grading scale and country-

specific requirements. 

c. The assessment must be completed within a period of ten weeks. If this deadline is ex-

ceeded, the head of the programme must appoint a new assessor and ensure that the 

assessment is carried out as ensure that the assessment is carried out as quickly as pos-

sible (but within six weeks at the latest). 

d. Two negative assessments will result in the termination of the supervision agreement 

and termination of the PhD programme. 

e. In the event of one positive and one negative assessment (i.e. the thesis is assessed as 

'unsatisfactory'), the head of the programme shall appoint a (in any case: external) third 

reviewer, whose judgement ultimately decides on the approval of the thesis. 

f. If the third reviewer's assessment is positive, the final grade for the PhD thesis is calcu-

lated from the average of the individual marks from the two positive reviews. 

g. If the third reviewer's assessment is negative, the regulations specified in (d) shall apply. 

h. The assessments of the PhD thesis may only be made available to the student after the 

final decision has been made. The assessments of the PhD thesis may only be made avail-

able to the student after completion of the doctoral procedure. The members of the pro-

gramme management may view the reviews at any time during the ongoing procedure.  

i. The revision of a positively assessed PhD thesis and its resubmission is not permitted. 

 

§ 8 Final examinations (bachelor's and master's theses) 

(1) The final examination is intended to determine whether students have acquired the compe-

tencies specified in the modules of the accreditation application. It is therefore an examina-

tion of contents of the programme that represent their overall knowledge in the field. 

(2) The final examination is conducted by an examination board, i.e. an examination senate. Ad-

mission to the final examination requires the successful completion of all courses in the cur-

riculum and the approval of the final thesis. The examination is open to the public.  

(3) To prepare for the examination, students select their examination literature and examination 

topics from a list published for the respective study programme. 
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(4) If one of the agreed examination subjects is graded "unsatisfactory", the entire examination 

before the board must be repeated. 

(5) Bachelor's examination 

a. The Bachelor's examination is conducted by an examination board consisting of at least 

two examiners and a chairperson. The members of the examination board are deter-

mined in accordance with §22 (2) Examination Regulations-SFU (PrüfungsO-SFU). The 

chair of the examination board shall in any case be held by a member of the academic 

staff of the Faculty of Psychology who holds a doctorate.   

b. The primary examiner is the assessor (or supervisor) of the Bachelor's thesis. Exceptions 

are cases in which candidates are assessed by supervisors who are not listed on the ex-

amination board's list. In this case, the first examiner is selected by the candidates from 

among the members of the examination board. The list of members of the examination 

board is published by the Faculty of Psychology at the respective branch. 

c. Second examiners may in any case be freely selected by the students from among the 

members of the examination board. Two different examination subjects must be se-

lected. The name of the respective examination subject must correspond to the subject 

listed on the examination board list for the respective examiner. If examiners examine 

two or more subjects, one of the subjects listed on the examination board list must be 

selected. 

d. The grades for the two examination subjects shall be determined jointly by at least three 

members of the examination board and then jointly determine an overall grade. The ex-

amination result shall be announced to the candidate by the examination board following 

the consultation and justified to the candidate. 

(6) Master's examination in the regular university programme Master's in Psychology 

a. The Master's examination is conducted by an examination board of at least two examin-

ers and a chairperson. The members of the examination board are determined in accord-

ance with §22 (2) Examination Regulations of SFU (PrüfungsO-SFU). The chair of the ex-

amination committee shall in any case be held by a member of the academic staff of the 

Faculty of Psychology who holds a doctorate.  

b. The first examiner is the assessor (resp. supervisor) of the Master's thesis. Exceptions 

are cases in which candidates are assessed by supervisors who are not listed on the ex-

amination board. In this case, the first examiners are to be freely chosen by the candi-

dates from among the members of the examination board. The list of members of the 

examination board is published by the Faculty of Psychology at the respective branch. 

c. Second examiners can in any case be freely chosen by the students from the members of 

the examination. Two different examination subjects must be chosen. The name of the 

respective examination subject must correspond to the subject listed on the examination 
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board list for the respective examiner. If examiners examine two or more subjects, one 

of the subjects listed on the examination board list. 

d. The grades for the two examination subjects shall be determined jointly by at least three 

members of the examination board and then jointly determine an overall grade. The ex-

amination result shall be announced to the candidate by the examination board following 

the consultation and justified to the candidate. 

(7) Master's examination in the university course in counselling sciences and management of so-

cial systems 

a. The Master's examination is conducted by an examination board of two examiners and a 

chair with a doctorate. The first examiner is a member of the academic staff of the Faculty 

of Psychology with a doctorate for Psychology, and the second examiner is the respective 

supervisor of the Master's thesis.  

b. The chairperson is responsible for ensuring that the examination is properly recorded. 

c. The examination itself is to be conducted in the manner of a thesis defense: the candidate 

must present a critical presentation of his or her work to the examination board and then 

defend its validity against objections in the discussion. defend its validity against objec-

tions in the discussion. After joint deliberation, an overall grade is determined. The ex-

amination result shall be communicated to the candidate following the deliberations of 

the examination board and justified. 

 

§ 9 Final examination PhD (thesis defense) 

(1) After successful approval, the candidate will be notified by the head of the programme to a 

public thesis defense of the PhD thesis. The prerequisite for admission to the thesis defense 

is proof that all courses specified in the PhD programme curriculum and any requirements 

stipulated in the admission procedure (in accordance with the admission regulations of the 

Faculty of Psychology § 20, para. 2) have been duly completed. 

(2) The head of the programme shall appoint an examination board consisting of a chairperson 

and at least two examiners, whereby the supervisor and at least one of the assessors shall be 

appointed as members. The chairperson shall be a member of the PhD committee. 

(3) The assessment of the thesis defense shall be carried out in accordance with §1 Grading scale 

(Annex C) and country-specific adjustments adjustments. The examination board must agree 

on a joint grade. If no agreement can be reached among the members of the examination sen-

ate, the average of the individual assessments of the two examiners and the chairperson. 

(4) If the thesis defense is assessed with a grade of "unsatisfactory", it must be repeated within a 

period of eight weeks. 

(5) Publication requirement: In accordance with the provisions of Section 86 of the UG, the grad-

uate must submit a complete copy of the positively assessed dissertation to the university 
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after completion of the doctoral procedure. must publish a complete copy of the positively 

assessed PhD thesis by submitting it to the university library upon completion of the doctoral 

procedure by handing it over to the university library. This submission may also be in elec-

tronic form. Section  

 

§10 Study phases in the PhD programme  

The PhD programme is divided into two study phases, in which the corresponding courses speci-

fied in the curriculum. Courses in the second study phase may only be completed after completion 

of the first study phase. The transition to study phase 2 is made by passing the faculty-wide 

presentation. 

(1) Registration for the public presentation of the research project must be made in writing via 

the Dean's Office of Psychology. A prerequisite for registration is proof that all courses spec-

ified for courses specified for study phase 1 in the curriculum and any requirements specified 

in the admission regulations (in accordance with the admission regulations of the Faculty of 

Psychology § 20(2)) have been duly completed. 

(2) In justified exceptional cases, the head of the programme may permit admission to the public 

presentation of the research project even if proof of successful completion of individual 

courses from the curriculum or any conditions imposed requirements have not yet been pro-

vided. In such cases, candidates will be given a maximum of two semesters within which the 

missing proof of performance from the study phase 1. During this transition phase, students 

may complete courses and examinations from phase 2; the corresponding examination re-

sults will be only entered into the student administration system and thus validated once all 

missing examination results from phase 1 have been submitted. 

(3) If the time requirements set by the head of the programme cannot be met, an interruption of 

studies must be applied for in accordance with § 7 of the Faculty’s study regulations. 

(4) The faculty-wide presentation and thesis defense of the project proposal for your own re-

search project developed in study phase 1 for your own research project takes place before a 

jury, which decides on the approval to continue the research project in study phase 2. A pos-

itive jury decision means official approval to continue the PhD thesis and thus transition to 

study phase 2. 

(5) The examination board consists of the faculty of the PhD Psychology programme and external 

advisors to the PhD Psychology programme. The respective supervisors of the PhD theses 

may be members of the jury. 

(6) Following the project presentations, the examination board shall make its decision by simple 

majority in a closed meeting. In the event of a tie, the chairperson shall have the casting vote. 

decision by simple majority. In the event of a tie, the head of the programme. 
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(7) The examination board may reject a research project with a binding requirement for im-

provement. In this case, students may resubmit their project after making the necessary re-

visions. The head of the programme shall decide on the appropriateness of the improvements. 

(8) External advisors to the PhD programme are appointed by the head of the programme for a 

term of three years. Reappointment is possible. 

(9) If the research project in study phase 1 is part of a third-party funded project that has already 

been externally evaluated according to international standards, admission to transition to 

study phase 2 and thus approval to prepare the PhD thesis may also be granted. However, the 

public presentation to the faculty must be completed in any case. 

 


