Discussion Group on
Comparative Constitutional Law and Theory

Professor Matej Avbelj, New University (Slovenia)
Lecture:

ʽMultidimensional Measuring of Judicial Ideology
– the case of Slovenian Constitutional Court’

Date:
Venue:

Monday, 11.02.2019, 6:00 p.m.
Room 6012, Sigmund Freud University
Freudplatz 1, 1020 Vienna

ʽMultidimensional Measuring of Judicial Ideology
– the case of Slovenian Constitutional Court’
The talk will present the conceptual framework and the empirical methodology of an on‐going research
on the role of ideology in the decisions of the Slovenian Constitutional Court. The research in the
Slovenian Constitutional Court benefits from public availability of all court decisions, including
information on voting by individual judges, as well as from publication of all affirmative and dissenting
separate opinions. The literature review has demonstrated that the research on judicial ideology in the
courts of European countries and international courts is still rare. It is argued that this lack of research
can be explained by the conceptual, empirical and methodological challenges posed by judicial
ideology. The conceptual framework to be presented is, contrary to the mainstream unidimensional
methodological approach, based on a multidimensional conception of ideology, which is empirically
operationalised along the economic, social and authoritarian dimension with five possible ideological
positions on each dimension. It has been empirically confirmed that the three dimensions do indeed
capture distinct elements of ideology that are not overly correlated with each other. The talk will also
demonstrate that the hence developed methodology is able to account for ideological differences
between judges. This confirms that (judges’) ideology is a complex multidimensional set of values and
convictions that cannot be reduced to simply equating ideology with (possible) political affiliations.
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